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1 Goodneſs of God to theſe LEO en" 
of our provoking and undutiful Returns : 


On — Account I have choſen them for 
the Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe; and 
they naturally lead me to take a View; 

Hit, Of — Beli verances and Murmu- 
rings of the 1/raclites. 

Secondly, Of the Reſemblances between 
thoſe, and the Deliverances and Mur- 
murings of theſe Nations. To which 
I will add, | 

Thirdly, A brief Application, with regard 
to our preſent State of Things. 

A 2 Firſt 


1 Many times did he deliver them ; but they provoked bim 
with their Counſel, and were brought low 2 their Iniquity. 
Nevertheleſs, he regarded their Afiftion, when he beard their 


Cry. 
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(4) 
Fi chen, Of the Deliverances, and Mut- 
murings, of the I/raelites. What the Bon- 
dage was from which they were deliyer'd, 
is ſer forth in the firſt Chapter of the Book 
of Exodus; The Egyptians made the Children 
of Iſrael. with Rigour, ver. 13. they 
made their Lives bitter with hard Bondage, 
ver. 14.-—and the Command of Pharash 
to the Midwives (ver. 16.) to deſtroy all 
the Male Children as ſoon as they were 
born, made it evident, that nothing leſs was 
— than their utter Extirpation. 
Under theſe Oppreſſions, and Apprehen- 
ſions of Rain, the People cry earneſtly to 
God for Succbur and Protection; and God 
graciouſly hears their Cry, and ſends Moſes 
"his Servant to be their Deliverer ; I have heard 
#heir Cry, I know their Sorrows; Now, ther-- 
fore, behold the Cry of the Children of Ifrael 
is tome unto me; ind 7 bites als foes the Op- 
preſſion wherewith the Egyptians oppreſs 
them Come now therefore, and I will ſend thee 
wnto Pharaoh, that thou mayeft bring forth 
- People the Children of Trael out of Egypt. 
Xod. Iii. 7, 9, 10. Accordingly Moſes, ha- 
ving receiv d this Commiſſion, delivers them 
from their Bondage, and brings them out of 


Egypt by a Series of wonderful Miracles; and 
theſe, David ſuccinctly enumerates, 7 the 
27th to the 38th Verſe of the firſt of thoſe 
Plalms ; ; that they might be kept in ever- 
laſting 


— 
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laſting Remembrance. And how deep & 
Senſe the People then had of the Divine 
Goodneſs in the Courſe of that wonderful 
Deliverance, and how high an Eſteem and 
Reverence of Moſes, their great Deliverer 
under God; is allo particularly obſerved in 
the 14th Chapter of the ſame Book : Where, 
after their Paſſage the Waters on 
dry Land, and the drowning of the 
tians in the Sea, it is added, And Iſrael /aw that 
great Work, which the Lord did upon t 
tians; and the People feared the Lord, andbeliev= 
ed the Lord and his Servant Moſes, ver. 31. 

But no ſooner did they think themſelves 
out of the reach of Danger, but their late 
Slavery, and their Fears and Apprehenſions 
of Ruin, were quite forgotten; no ſooner 
did they loſe the Sight of the Egyptian, 
but they loſt the Senſe of the Hand of God; 
no ſooner was their Deliverance wrought, or 
rather begun, but they ſet themſelves, in 
Complaints and Murmurings, againſt their 
Deliverer. 


Their firſt Complaint was, That Moſes 


had changed their Condition for the Wwoxſe, 


in point of Plenty. They were of courſe to 
travel through a great Wilderneſs, and could 
not hope, in Reaſon, to find Accommoda- 
tions exactly to their minds, in all Places 
where they pitched their Tents: But yet, 
forgetting the Miſeries from which he had 


juſt 


to upbraid him with bringing them out of 
Eye. In one place the Waters were not 
fweet enough; and then preſently, The Peg- 
a 'marmured 1 Moſes, 
ſhall we drink and again, The People 
murmured againſs Moſes, and ſaid, Where- 
fare is this that thou haſt 

pt, #o kill as and our Children, and our 
Cartel, with Thirſt ? In another place, their 
Bread happened to fail; and then, as we 
find, 7he whole Congregation murmured a- 
gainſ/ Moſes and Aaron, and ſaid unto them, 
Would to God we had died by the hand of the 
Lord in the Land of Egypt; when we ſat 
by the Fleſh-pots, and when we did eat Bread 
zo the full * ye have brought us forth in- 
to this Wilderneſs, to kill this whole Aſem- 
bly' with Hunger Upon this, God gives 
them Manna from Heaven; but within a 
while, they grow weary of that too, and 


will not be content till they have Change of 


Proviſion ; and, in the mean time, they fly 
upon - Mofes with as much Fury and Reſent- 
ment as ever, We remember the Fiſh, which 
we did eat in Egypt, freely; wherefore have 
ye brought us out of Egypt to die in the Wilder- 

| neſs © 


* Exod. xv. 23, Ch. vii. 3. Ch. vi. 2, 5» 


faying, What 


brought us out of 
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e? For there is no Bread, neither is there 
Bread. Numb. xi. J. XXI. 5. . 
Their next head of Complaint was, That 
Moſes had expoſed them to great Perils, and 
engaged them in 4 dangerous War. Even 
before they were quite delivered, they re- 
proach'd him to his Face for the Dangers he 
had brought * them, by attempting their 
Deliverance : For, when they ſaw the Egyp- 
tiaus marching after them, they ſaid unto 
Moſes, Becauſe there were mo Graves in 
Egypt, haſt thou taken u. to die in 
the Wilderneſs * Wherefore baſt thou dealt thus 
with ws, to carry us forthout of Egypt? Exod. 
xiv. 11. And, in like manner, when the Spies 
who were ſent to view the Land of Canaan, 
brought back a Report, that the People 
were ſtrong, and lived in walled Cities ; 
and the Iſraelites found, that they were to 
engage in a long War, before their Deli- 
yerance could be finiſh'd ; then (as we read) 
murmured againſ} Moles and Aaron; 
aud ſaid unto them, Would God that we had 
died in the land of Egypt, or would God 
we had died in the Wilderneſs : Wherefore 
hath the Loyd brought us into this Land, 
ro ol by the Sword ; that our Wives and our 
Children ſbould be a Prey? Numb. xiv. 2, 3, 
The Third Sort of Grievance, was Par- 
tiality in the Adminiſiration : that they who 


Were 


0 68) 
were equal in Figure and Abilities, were 


that the Publick Adminiſtration ought to 
be ſpread into more Hands. This was the 
Quarrel of the Levites againſt Aaron, and 
(as it ſeems) of the Princes againſt Moſe; ; 
and, being a joint Diſcontent in Religion 
and Policy, and engaged in by Perſons of 
Power and Reſentment, it did not end, as 
the reſt had done, in murmuring and re- 
viling, but broke ont into an open Rebel- 
lion, under the Management of Corah, the 
Son of Levi, and of Dathan and Abiram 
two of the Princes; who having formed a 
Conſpiracy, Took Men and roſe up before Mo- 
ſes, with certain of the Children of Iſrael, 
two hundred and fifty Princes of the Afſem- 
bly, famous in the Congregation, Men of Re- 
wown;, and gathered themſelves together a- 
gainſ} Moſes and — Aaron. Numb. 
E 3. | 
Theſe were the Grievances, with whic 

Moſes ſtood charged. And as to the Peo- 
pie, there appears, in the whole courſe of 
their Behaviour, a forgetfulneſs of their 
late Slavery, a wearineſs of their Delive- 
rance, and a longing to return into Egypt - 
which, we ſee, they plainly intimate on 
many Occafions ; and at one time, had 
carried the Deſign ſo far, as to propoſe to 


chuſe a Leader, who ſhould conduct them 
back, 


not made equal in Favour and Station, and 


: back, And they ſaid one to another, Let us 


(9) 


mute a Captain, and let us return into Egypt. 
Numb. xiv. 4: Not that we can ſuppoſe (as 
perverſe and ſtupid as they were) that they 
could fo ſoon have loſt all ſenſe of the Op- 
preſſions and Miſeries which they had fo 
lately felt ; but probably they flattered them- 
ſelves, that one — Egypt having paid 
ſo dear for oppreſſing them, this would 
be freſh in Memory; and that the ſucceed- 
ing Kings, taking Example by his Miſ- 
fortunes, would indulge them the free En- 
Joyment of their Liberties and Religion, and 
not venture upon the ſame oppreſſive Me- 
thods, for fear of the ſame Fate. 

We fee then, wherein it was, that the 
great Proyocations of the Children of 1/rael 
lay, or, as the Text expreſſes it, How it 
was that they provok'd God with their Coun- 
fel. He heard their Cry, and delivered them 
in the Day of their Diſtreſs ; and they were no 
fooner deliver'd, but they fell to murmur- 
ing againſt their Deliverer, and even againſt the 
Deliverance it ſelf. He reſcu'd them, with a 
mighty Hand and an out-ftretch'd Arm, from 
terrible Oppreſſions, and from the Fears of im- 
minent Deſtruction; but they quickly forgot 
both their own Miſeries, and the Hand of God. 
The plain Purpoſe of God, was to work 
for them a thorough Deliverance ; but they 
grew out of patience before the Work 

B Was 
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was half done, and ſet themſel ves to defeat the 
Counſels of God; all the while he was la- 
bouring their Salvation, they in effect, were 


labouring their on Deſtruction. It was God's 
deſign to put them in a full and free Enjoy- 
ment of two of the moſt valuable Bleſfings 
upon Earth, their Religion and Liberty ; 
but ſo far were they from concurring with 
God in this gracious Deſign, and ſhowing 
the Value they had for theſe great Bleſſings, 
that they would not ſubmit to the leaſt hard- 
ſhip or difficulty, to obtain and ſecure them; 
on the contrary, they were deſirous to re- 
turn to Slavery and Superſtition, and ready, 
on all occaſions, to Sacrifice both Religion 
and Liberty to their own Humours and Re- 
ſentments. And finally (to ſhow themſelves 
irreconcileable to the Methods of God, for 
making and continuing them a glorious Na- 
tion,) when they had vexed and tired the 
Soul of their Deliverer, even to Death, and 
God, in great Mercy, had rais'd up Joſhua 
to be their Leader, and, under his Conduct, 
had made them to triumph over the Heathen 
Nations, and had eſtabliſhed them in the Promi- 
ſed Land, to be a Terror to thoſe Nations, 
and to preſerve his true Religion pure and 
unmix d; then did they enter into Friend- 
ſhip with that Idolatrous People, and, mix- 
ing with them, were infected with their Su- 
perſtitions, 


.) 


itions, and grew by degrees into à lik- 

ing of them and their Idolatrics. 1 
This was the Caſe of the peryerſe and re- 
bellious I/7aclities ; and, God knows, it is 
too much the Caſe of theſe Nations: Such 
have our Dangers been, ſuch the Delive- 
rances we have received, and ſuch the Pro- 
yocations we have offer'd. Nevertheleſs (hi- 
therto) God hath regarded our Afflidion, and 
heard our Cry. To proceed to the Second Head, 
II. Namely, The Reſemblance between the 
Deliverances and Murmurings of the 1/rae/ites, 
and our own; Do not manyof us remember when 
in the Reign of King IA s the Second, we were 
upon the point to be made Slaves to a foreign 
Yoke, and every Heart trembled for the Ark of 
God, for the true Proteſtant Religion profeſs d 
and eftabliſh'd among us? When we ſaw 
our Laws and Liberties openly violated, and 
Superſtition and Idolatry flowing in upon us, 
and nothing more evidently intended, than 

the Deſtruction of all our Civil and Reli- 
gious Rights ? 
In this great Extremity, what Courſe did 
we take? We cry'd carneſtly to God fcr 
Mercy and Succour; and God graciouſly 
heard our Cry, and ſent us a moſt ſeaſon- 
able and wonderful Deliverance. But as 
ſoon as ever our Fears and Apprehenſi- 
ons were over, We, like the Hraelites, fell 
to murmuring and complaining ; to magni- 
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fy. the Peace and Plenty of former Reigns, 
and to charge our Deliverer with involving 
us in a National Poverty, and a hazardous War. 
When, in truth, the ſeeming Tranquillity 
which we had enjoy'd before, was nothin 
elſe but a ſupine Neglect of the Publick 
Safety, and a fatal Connivence at the grow- 
ing Power of a neighbouring Monarch : As 
a vigorous War to reduce that Power, was 
abſolutely neceſſary to complete our Delive- 
rance, and to remove thoſe Dangers in which 
our former Security had involved us. The 
ſetting Bounds to that Exorbitant Power, was 
what our Deliverer had made the great 
Work of his Life; being. raiſed up by a 
Special Providence of God to be a Scourge 
to Popery and Tyranny. And tho' he was 
forc'd, by the Perverſeneſs of Men, to leave 
that great Work imperfect ; yet, that his 
Zeal for Religion and Liberty continued in 
its full Vigour to the laſt, we need no other 
Teſtimony, than the Noble Legacy which he 
bequeath'd to us with his dying Breath, and 
which by the Bleſſing of God we now enjoy, 
The Succeſhon to the Crown in the Proteſtant 
Line. By this laſt Act of his Life, he did, 
as it were, ſhew us the Promiſed Land; that 
happy State, into which when we were once 
paſs d, it ſhould be in every Man's Power, it 
he pleaſed, to fit quietly and ſecurely under 
his Vine and under his Fig-tree, 


And 
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And when that precious Life was 
and worn out, by Fatigues Abroad, and 
and much more by Vexations at Home ; it 
pleaſed God to raiſe up a Great Commander, 
who, like another Foſbua, led forth our 
Armies and yanquiſhed our Enemies, made 
us a Terror to the Nations round about us, 
and carried theſe Kingdoms to a pitch of 
Glory, beyond the Example of former Times. 
But when the great Work which our firſt De- 

liverer had begun, was in effect comy 
| and no Enemy remained who could with- 
| ſtand or hurt us; then (as it is in the Text) 
did we again provoke God with our Counſel, 
| and were brought low by our Iniquity - By 
the ſame Iniquity, that brought the Mraelites 
fo low; the Iniquity of making a League with 
the Idolatrous Nations, and by that, paving an 
eaſy Way forthe Return of Popery and Slavery. 
How melancholy our Proſpect was, and 
what gloomy Thoughts and Apprehenſi- 
ons had ſeiz'd the Minds of all true Lovers 
of their Country, is ſtill freſh in every one's 
| Memory. But when the Cloud which we 
ſaw hanging over our Heads, ſeem'd ready 
to break, and we had nothing in view, that 
could coyer us from the Storm and fave our 
Religion and Liberties from being ſwallow'd 
up; then again, as the Pſalmiſt ſays in the 
Text, God regarded our Afflictiun, and raiſed 
ns from the Depths of Deſpair, to the moſt 
COMm- 
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comfoitable Hopes and Aſſurances of Safety, 
under the immediate Protection of that Bul- 
wark, which our wile Deliverer had pro- 
vided, for the perpetual Security of our Re- 
ligion and Liberties, © Our now Gracious 


' SOVERAIGN, and His ROY AL IS. 


SUE 
After ſuch Signal Deliverances, and fo 


many Teſtimonies of the Divine Care and 


Goodneſs watching over us, we might well 
hope, that thoſe reſtleſs Spirits would not 
go on longer to fight againſt God, or, as the 
Text words it, to provoke God with their 
Counſel. When we ſaw a PRINCE, re- 
nown'd for Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in full 
Poſſeſſion of the Throne, with the ſeeming 
Unanimity of all Orders and Degrees ; we 

to think, that Men were at laſt con- 
tent to be happy : And eſpecially, when we 
ſaw the Throne ſurrounded with a numerous 
Iſſue, under the Guidance of a Royal Pair, 
no leſs zealous for the Safety, Honour, and 
Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms, than their 
Royal Father; we then thought our ſelves 
out of the Reach, not only of Danger, but 
even of Diſturbance ; we believed, that none 
would be ſo hardy and deſperate, as to at- 
tempt the unhinging an Eftabliſhment 1o 
firmly fix d, the cutting off ſuch an Eutail 
of Happineſs, as they ſaw ſettled upon us 
by the Hand of Providence. 


But 
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But we quickly found, how vain it is to 
hope, that Popery will ever ceaſe to labour 


the Extirpation of Hereſy and the Deſtructi- 
on of Hereticks; or that the ſweeteſt Dif. 
poſition, the mildeſt Government, and the 
ſtricteſt adherence to the Conſtitution in 
Church and State, canquiet or engage Minds, 
which are ſway'd by Intereſt and Ambition, 
Envy and Revenge. The Flames of Diſ- 
content and Sedition, which we hoped were 
well nigh extinguiſhed, we found had been 
only ſmother'd ; and, being fann'd into a new 
Rage by the late Diſappointment, were break- 
ing out a-pace with greater Fury. Endea- 
yours had been long uſing, to bring the Minds 
of the People to more favourable Thoughts 
of the Doctrines and Deſigns of Popery; and 
thoſe Pills had been ſwallow'd ſo greedily, 
and had poiſon'd ſo deep, that the Impreſ- 
fions of a Popiſb Reign were well nigh de- 
faced, and the Accounts of it, however ter- 
rible in themſelves, began to be little more 
than Speculation and Amuſement. Nay, fo 
far are many, who yet call themſelves Pro- 
teſtants, from retaining their ancient Ayer- 
ſion to Popery, that they are brought at laſt 
to think it a Deliverance; and yet thoſe very 
Minds, which ſtand ſo clear of all Fears and 
Apprehenſions of Miſchief from a Popyſb 
Reign, are the Minds moſt eaſily ſuſceptive 
of Fears and Jealoufics concerning Deſigns 

in 
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in a Proteſiant Reign. And their Appetites, 
being thus corrupted, have been fed from 
day to day with Lies and Slanders and the 
vileſt Miſrepreſentations of Men and Things, 
and humoured with imaginary Schemes of 
Miſery and Ruin, which are preparing ſor 
Church and State. 

By theſe and the like wicked Arts of Am. 
bitious and Deſigning Men, have a People, 
naturally upright and fincere, and fam'd 
Heretofore for an inviolable Regard to their 
Liberties and Religion, been betray'd into a 
ſhameful Indifference for both, or rather in- 
to a Love of Popery and Slavery; and, to 
make ſure of theſe, they have ſuffer'd them- 
ſelves to be inſenſibly carried on from Jealouſy 
to Murmuring, and from Murmuring to Se- 
dition, and from Sedit ion to open Rebellion. 
A Rebellion, without Grievance, and with- 


out Provocation; againſt a PRINCE, not 


only Rightful and Lawful, but wiſe and good, 
tender and indulgent ; concerted by Perſons, 
whoſe Crimes had rendered themſelves and 
their Fortunes deſperate, or who were con- 
ſcious that their Behaviour in a late Reign, 
could by no means entitle them to Truſt and 
Confidence in the preſent Adminiſtration : A. 
Rebellion, engaged-in vigorouſly by Pap:/7- 


at Home, ſupported liberally by Papi/ts from 


Abroad, and carried on by a ſtrange and me- 
lancholy Combination of Proteſtants and Pa- 


piſts, 
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„% to eſtabliſh Topery and preſerve! che 
Auch A Rebellion, in ſhort, begun upon 
very wicked Neves, and caitried on dy 


Methods no leſs wicked ; the Succeſsof which, 
muſt have bereav'd Engliſhmen and Proteſtants 
of whatever is moſt dear and valuable to 
them; and therefore, for the Miſcatriage of 
it, are all 4 Engliſhmen - boge + oa 
this Day, wit y - great Realon, joining 
in the ſincereſt and þ humbleſt Praiſes to Al- 
By his Bleſſing upon the Counſels of a 
wiſe and ſteady Prince, ſeconded by the Vi- 
gilance of a faithful Miniſtry and the Valour 
of a Loyal Army, this wicked and unnatu- 
ral Rebellion is now at an end. But when the 
unhappy Seeds of it ( Diſcontent, Murmuring 
and Sedition ) will waſte and die ; when it is 
that we ſhall ceaſe to withſtand our own 
Happineſs, and (as it is in the Text) to pro- 
voke God by our Counſel, or rather by ſetting 
up our Counſel againf# his, He only knows. 
To all appearance, we ſeem to be improving 
every day, not only in new Badges and En- 
figns of Sedition, but even in new Arts and 
Methods of Slander. * When there 1s no- 
thing in View in the preſent face of Things, 
that will warrant the Slanders which we would 
fix upon the} Adminiſtration ; the Miſchief 
that may but poſſbly-be attempted, is propa- 
gated with as great Aſſurance, and as much 
C Succeſs 
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Sacceſs, asif it were actually executed,” Nay, 
when the Work-of Slander is to be ſery'd, the 
ſame Thing ſhall be trug: and falſe at the 


ſame time; If the Adminiftration is to be 
arraigned as unacceptable tothe People, every 
Corner of the Nation is in the utmoſt Diſcon- 
tent; but if at the fame time, new Expedients 
are propos d to ſecure our Eſtabliſhment a- 
gainſt theſe Diſcontents, then there is no xeed 
of them, every Corner is perfectly calm and 
quiet.” Further yet; there are Caſes, where- 
in we have made it impaſſiblèe for the Prince, 
which way ſoever he act, to act right; we 
have taken care, that Slander ſhall not fail 
to find its Account equally on either ſide; 
« If, for inſtance, Mercy is to be ſhown to 
Rebels, it is Fear; If Juſtice is executed, it 
is Cruelty ; The ſame Perverſeneſs, exactly, 
that our Saviour complains of in the Jews, 
Jobn came neither eating nor drinking, and 
they ſay, He hath a Devil; The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and of Him they ſay, 
Bebold a Man gluttonous and a wine-biber, a 


friend of Publicans and Sinners. Mat. xi. 18, 1 9. 


III. Things being grown to this perverſe 
and untoward State, it may not be improper 
to ſhut up this diſcourſe concerning Mur- 
muring and Sedition, with an earneſt Ap- 
plication to thoſe among us who are unhap- 
pily engaged in that way; to try if they will 
be brought to a ſober and ſerious ſenſe of 
; the 
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beth by their Religion 
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tey ac. Which may dnfivet what, 1 
poſed under the 34 general Head, by 


>. 


of Application to our preſent. State, of Things. 


But before we proceed in th EN 
tion on the head of Unrea/onabloneſs, we muſt 
in the firſt place do right to the 1PISTS: 

who, it muſt be confeſs'd, att à very wide 
and reaſonable part. They defire, above all 
things, to ſee: eſtabliſnad, and them- 
ſelyes in Power: and to attain their Deſire, 
they uſe the moſt reaſonable Means ; they 


labour to ſee a+ Prince of their oon Re- 


the Throne. They are bound, 
and Intereſt, to endea- 
vour the Extirpation of Pruteſſant ; and it 
is not to be charged as ill Conduct on their 
part, if Proteſtants will be perſuaded, or za- 
ther offer themſel ves, to aft in the Executi- 
on. But when Papiſts (to keep their Profe- 


ligion u 


ſtant Friends in Countenance) declare their 


Zeal for the Pretender to be a Teal for Here- 
ditary Right abſtracted from Religion; if 
their Meaning be, that in caſe Popery were the 
eftabliſhed Rel igion of theſe Kingdoms, and a 
Perſon was afpiring to the Throne in the | 
Circumſtances of the Pretender in all reſpects, 
except his being a firm and hearty Prote- 
ſtant ; that they, as Subjects, would ſhow 
the fame Zeal for the Advancement of 
a Proteſtant, which they ſee now ſhown 
C3 by 


( WY 
by. Ho roteflants for the Advancement of a 
22 Or) in th Ming, cer- 
ought to 
— — before ſuch Things 
are admitted into Dying 1 for the 
Sake of any Cauſe upon Ea 
In like manner, it muſt be confeſs'd, has 
he Proteſtant NO N=FURORS ad at 
leaſt a fair and conſiſtent Part. They have 
"Siveri no Pledges of Fidelity to the Govern- 
ment; on the contrary, many have ſuffered 
in their Fortunes by denying them: And 
they declate openly, that to give ſuch Pledges, 
would be to act againſt their Judgment and 
Conſcience. And ſince the-Queſtion, Whether 
their Judgment be right or wrong, is a Point 
of a Legal and Political Nature; the only 
Zu chat can properly be offered from 
uus Place, is, That they make themſelves 
ure, upon an impartial Examination of 
their on Minds, that they cannot upon 
an fair - Foundation reconcile themſelyes 
ito the preſent Eſtabliſhment; becauſe if they 
"ca do it, tfiey are certainly bound to do it 


and Roligion. From thenceforth, the 
tion of Conſcience bears ſtrongly the 
— way; and if, after that, they ſtill be 
found in * number of the Murmurers and 


Seditious, let them remember, that they 


Rand accountable to God, the great — 
| 0 


hs the :Rrigeſt Ties of Duty to their Coun- 


thankfully embrace all Aſſiſtances towards 


(6225 
of Hearts, for endea vouring wilfully to in- 
volve Church and State in all thoſe Miſeries, 
which (whatever imaginary Schemes they 
may frame) both Reaſon and Experience 
teach them to be inſeparable from a. Popiſo 
Reign. 

But however Papiſl. 


and Non-jurars may 


the End, to which their own di- 
rect; I doubt not, if we could fee into their 
Breaſts, but we-ſhould ſee there the _ 
Abhorrence and Aſtoniſnment, with r 
to thoſe, who, profeſſing the Proteſtant. 
gion, and being bound by the ſtricteſt 
Ties of Oaths 4 Abjurations to ſupport 
and maintain the preſent Government, are 
yet as active and zealous as themſelves, to 


weaken and overthrow. our - Proteſtant E- 


Rabliſhment, and to come under the Govem- 
ment of a Popiſh Prince. It may ſometimes 
happen to be a Queſtion among Suech, 
Who is their Lawful Prince ? or, What are 
the ſtrict and preciſe Meaſures of their legal 
Obedience? But — among Chri/izans, 
it is an ungueſtionable Doctrine, That Oaths, 
if unlawful, ought to be refuſed; or if law- 


fully taken, ou ought to be kept: That a con- 


tempt of Oaths, as they are Solemn Appeals 
to God, ſtrikes at the very Foundation of all 
Religion, and has an na rt Tendency to 
make Mankind Scepticks and Infidels : r 


( 22 ) 
all ' Oaths apart *, Obedience to Govern- 
ment far Conſcience Sake, is a Duty expreſly 


joyn'd in Scripture; and Murmur ing, Re- 
viling, and Speaking evil of Dignities, expreſ- 
Ty condemn'd, as manifeſt Breaches of that 
Duty. In a Word, no Chriſtian can pre- 
tend to be ignorant, That Unity, Peace, and 
Love, are the great Doctrines of the Goſpel ; 
nor that Variance and Sedition, Strife and 
Emvy, are the Works of the Devil. 
Theſe Things, I fay, are plainly decla- 
red, and earneſtly inculcated, in Holy 
Scripture ; and they ſhow us, what J fear is 
not generally conſidered enough, that to be 
a good Subject is one neceſſary Part in the 
Character of a good Chriſtian ; and that we 
are as certainly accountable to God for our 
Behaviour as Subjects, as we are for our Be- 
haviour in any other Relation or Capacity 
whatſoever. he 
That therefore thoſe, who have evidently 
no Religion, who live in Riot and Exceſs, and 
in a general Contempt of God and his Laws, 
mould alſo fall into the Sins of Murmuring 
and Reviling, is not to be wonder'd : But 
how Perfons, - who ſeem in other reſpects to 
have a ſerious Senſe of Religion, can join 
daily and hourly in Slander and Sedition, 
and think themſelves diſengaged from all 
* Rome xiii. 5.” 2 Pet. ii. 10. Jude viii. As. xxiii. 
5. Nom. xiv. 19. Ga. xv. 22. Ejb ſ. iv. 3» Heb. Xii. 
14. Gal. v. 20, 21. 
the 
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the Duties of a Chriſtian Subject; this in- 
deed is Matter of great Wonder: And 
it is no leſs Matter of Lamentation, that 
they ſhould ſuffer ſo. great a Flaw in their 
own Religion, and bring ſuch an intolerable 


|  Reproach upon our common Chriſtianity. 
But from this dark and melancholy View ; 
from that part of the Nation who are ſe- 
| _ eretly repining at our Succeſs; let us turn 
dur Thoughts to an Object more nt and 
comfortable, to thoſe Faithful and Loyal 
Subjects who are now 2 e at their Diſap- 
ointment, and thanking heartily for the 
| Deliverance of theſe Kingdoms. To them, 
it muſt be the greateſt Joy and Comfort, that 
their Oaths and Actions have been all uni- 
form; that all their Prayers and Wiſhes, 
| have been ſincerely employ'd on the Side 
| of LIBERTY and RELIGION; that, for 
' the Preſeryation of theſe, they, on their 
parts, have fallen in, readily and chearfully 
with the Meaſures which providence had 
| graciouſly laid ; and that God, on his 
i has heard their Prayers, and proſper'd their 
Endeavours, and given them ſuch viſible 
Pledges of a laſting Enjoyment of thoſe in- 
valuable Bleſſings. 

In ſo good a Cauſe, and with ſo good 
Conſciences, let not our Hearts fail or be diſ- 
may'd, though we ſhould be exerciſed yet 
longer with the Attempts and Proyocations 

— of 


624) 
of that reſtleſs Spirit. After ſo many Deli- 
veranccs,' and, in them, ſo many comfortable 
Teftimonies of the Divine Protection; we 
ſhould be utterly unworthy of the Mercies 
we have already LRN 5 — 
chearſully rely the Care and Pro- 
vidence of God for the time to come; if 
we ſhould not go on fedfaſtly and reſolutely 
in Fi, Cane, and be at leaſt as zealous for 
Religion 'and Liberty, as our Enemics can 
be for Iablatry and Slavery. 

Wherefore (as Moſes AE the Chil- 
dren of T/Fael, in Order- to their Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Promiſed Land,) Be frong, and 
of a good Courage; fear not, nor be afraid o 
them; for the Lord's thy God, he it is that doth 


80 with thee, he will not fail thee nor forſake 
thee Pe. xxxi. 6. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


4 | [Sink Sr and laſt CAVEAT a- 
gainſt Sorriox was Preached,, before 
OUSE of PEERS, on the 5th of November 

I "x 

70 this Occaſion, ſays his Lordſhip, 

„When a Solemn Thankſgiving was ap- 

„ pointed for this laſt Deliverance from Po- 

„it could not be unſuitable to the oc- 


4c 


« fon of the Day, to take a View (as this , 


« Dit- 
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« Diſcourſe doth) of the many Signal Deli- 
« yerances which God had youchſafed to 
« theſe Kingdoms, and of the Ingratitude 
« and Per verſeneſs of great Numbers a- 
« mongſt us: As well to excite and in- 
« creaſe the Thankfulneſs of ſome, as to 
« deter others from ne and Re- 
« pining, after fo many Teſtimonies of che 
« divine Goodneſs : Eſpecially, when they 
« ſaw how near a Reſemblance heir Mur- 
« murings bore to thoſe of the  I/Faelites, 
@© and knew the terrible Expte of 
* God's Anger againſt that ungrateful and 
« 'obNinate People. | 

Hos much may ſuffice, concerning 
« the ſeyeral Occaßons of Preaching and Pub- 
« hithing theſe four Diſcourſes. And as to 
@ the Seaſonableneſi of publiſhing them toge- 
« ther, at this time, I will beg leave to 
e obſerve two Things; The fr, cohcern- 
ing the Diſcourſes themſelves; That if 
« they do in any meaſure anſwer the ſeveral 
* Deſigns, I. Of bringing mankind to pay 
that Honour and Reverence to their Prince, 
* which both Reaſon and Religion require 
at their Hands; II. Of keeping up in the 
* minds of the People a juſt Senſe and Appre- 
* henſfion of the Danger and Miſchiefs of 
* Popery ; III. Of reſcuing the Name of 
the Church from being proſtituted to the 
Intereſt and Ambition of Deſigning Men; 

D 


« and, 


c 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
40 
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and IV. Of railing among us a Spirit of 
Thankfulneſs and Gratitude to God, for 
the many Bleſſings and Deliverances which 
we have received from him: If, 1 lay, 


theſe Diſcourſes do in any meaſure anſwer 


thoſe Deſigns, I need not be at any pains 
to ſhew, that they are, in every inſtance, 
extremely Seaſonable at this time: The 
Second, concerning the Author of them, 
That what is here publiſh'd, will ſhew it 
to have been always an avow'd Maxim 
with him, That, amidſt ſo great Diſafec- 
tions; as we have ſeen and do ſtill fee, no- 
thing can preſerve our Succeſhon in the 
Proteſtant Line, but Unanimity among 
thoſe, who have ever appeared to be its 
faſt Friends, in Deed, and not in Profeſſiou 


only; thoſe, who neither mean the PREZ 


TENDER Zhemſelves, nor have ever Iiſſed 
under them that did. And if he ſhould be 
miſtaken in this perſuaſion, as he firmly 
believes he is not, it will however appear 
from theſe Diſcourſes, that it is a perſua- 
ſion of long ſtanding, and deeply rooted, 
and that he has always Declar'd and En- 


forc'd it, in the moſt open and publick Man- 


ner, whenever Opportunities have faln 
in his way. 

« GIVE me leave to add, that the Unani- 
mity which is here repreſented as the ſureſt 


foundation of Safety to the State, is the 
e 
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« fame that was Enforc'd as the beſt means 
« of enlarging and ſtrengthening the Churc h, | 
« by no leſs Authority than that of Arch- 
« biſhop SANCROFT; and this, not 
s in a haſty, and private Manner, but upon 
« the moſt mature Deliberation, and a- 
« mong the Articles of Direction ſolemnly 
© tranſmitted to the Biſhops and Clergy of 
« his Province, in the Year 1688, The 

« 11th of thoſe Articles, is as follows, v;z. 
« That they alſo walk in Wiſdom towards 
« thoſe who are not of our Communion - And, 
; there be in their Pariſhes any ſuch, that 
« they neglet? not frequently to Confer with 
« them in the Spirit of Meekneſs, ſeeking by all 
« good Ways and Means to gain and win them 
« over to our Communion. More eſpecially, 
« that they have a very tender regard to our 
« Brethren, the PROTESTANT DIS- 
*SENTERS: 7hat, upon Occaſion er- 
* ed, they Viſit them at their Houfes, and Re- 
* cefve them kindly at their own, and Treat 
* them fairly wherever they nicet them; fer- 
* ſuading them, if it may be, to a fall Com- 
* Pliance with our Church, or at the leaſt, 
«* that whereunto We have already attained, 
* We may all walk by the fame Rule, and 
** mind the fame Thing. And, in order 
« herennto, That they take all Opfortuniti. 
* of Affaring and Convincins them, that ih: 
e Biſhops f this Church are really and fi;:- 
| D 2 " oP / * 


o% 
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cerely Irreconcilable Enemies to the Exrora, 


Superſtitions, Idolatries, and Tyrannies of 


theChurcho ʒ and that the very unkind 
Fealoufies which ſome haue had of us to the 
contrary, were altogether Groundleſs, And, 
in the laſt place, That they warmly and moſt 
ionately ex bort them to join with us in 
tly fervent Prayertothe God of Peace, for an 
Univerſal Bleſſed Union of all Reformed 
Churches, both at Home and Abroad, a- 
glinſt our common Enemies; and that all 
they who do Conſeſi the Name of our 
dear Lord, and do agree in the truth of his 
Holy Word, may alſo meet in one Ho- 
ly Communion, and live in perfect Unity 
and Godly Love. | 

© THESE Directions were publiſhed by 
that Learned Prelate, a few Months before 
the Revolution happen'd, and were the very 
laſt that the Biſhops and Clergy of this Pro- 
vince received from kim. And yet how 
unhumanly were his two Great Succeſſors 
treated, or rather perſecuted, as Enemies 
and Betrayers of the Church, only for 


* purſuing thoſe Directions; having no 
other Crime, but the endeavouring to cul- 


tivate a good underſtanding among Pro- 
teſtants at home and abroad, as the only 
means, under God, to ſupport the Church 


of Exgland and the whole Proteſtant In- 


e tereſt, 
* 4:chbithop T://9///, and Archbiſhop Tuiſon. 
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cc tereſt inſt the Deſigns and Attempts 
« of Popery. And it is not caly to conceive, 


« A 1 Gon which was eſteem' d o 


nable and neceſſary juſt . before the 
« Revolution, ſhould od nom, er it 
« and ever ſince, be deem d not only Uſeleſs, 


« but De ate. In truth, no account 
can be given of a Prejudice fo ſtrong and 
« ſudden, and taken up at fo critical a 
« Time, but, That the purſuing ſueh Direc- 
« tjons after the Revolution, had too plain 
« a tendency to ſtren a Govern- 
4 ment, which Men did not like. For, 
« to ſay that a Deſign, in it ſelf fo Pious 
« and Chriſtian, was not to be attemp» 
e ted without ander mini endangering the 


ng and 
& Church. of England, is a Reproach which 
« our Church has not deferv'd d; eſpecially 
« from their Hands, who affect to  liffinguiſh 

« themſelves by à peculiar Zeal far its 2 
e nour. 

« IT was evidently with an Eye to that 
great Deſign, and to thoſe Reproaches with 
1 which it was loaded by Enemies of the 
Government, that a learned and eminent * 
Divine thought himſelf obliged to do juſtice 
to the Memory of Archbiſhop TIL LOT- 
** SON, immediately after his Death, Speak- 
* ing of the Zeal of Queen Mary for Re- 


« ligion, 


28 Dean Sherlock, in his Sermon on the Death of Queen 
ary. 


(30 
cc ligion, and the Church of England, he adds, 
« Hawe Reaſon 17 this, rom the fre- 
cc, Intimations I hav rom our late 


« adnirabl * Primate, who h g7eat Deſigns 


* Þinelf to 77 the Chriftian Religion, and 
« the Ch of England, in its trueft In- 
« zerefts ; and had Taſpired their Majeſties, 
« and particularly the Queen, with the fame 
« great and pious Defigns. It may be, no 
« Churchman ever had, I am ſure not more 
deſervedly, a greater Intereſt in his Prince's 
« favour ;, and the great uſe he made of it, was 
to do publick Service to Religion, and, what- 
« ever ſome Men might Suſpecs, to the Church 
« of England, tho" it may not be perfettly in 
« their way. 

THE fame Reproaches were under- 
« gone, in the ſelf ſame Cauſe, by his wiſe 
and great Succeffor, Archbiſhop TE- 
« VISO N; of whom I can fay with the 
« greateſt juſtice, upon the Experience and 
« obſeryation of almoſt twenty Years, in 
« which I had the happineſs to attend him, 
That the Church of England never had a 
« better or truer Friend. And tho' it was 
« his Misfortune, as it had been his Prede- 
« ceſlor's, to be cenfur'd and revil'd as an 
Enemy to the Church, for not ferving it 
in the way that ſome Men liked (that is, by 
* dafferving the Government, and 4 + 

the 


. 


* Archbiſhop Tilotſon. 


ee 


che Proteſtant Intereſt, yet, in — ne- 
ver was any thing more truly chan 
what that pious and good Man deliver d, 
as it were with his dy breath: I Jie 
i the ſaſe Communion of the Church of 
England, in which, by God's bleſſing, 1 
« þbave akzays liv'd ; * endeavour ing to 
Improve, hut never to injure, ita — 


cc tution. 


48 b 33 8 


— --* EDrwwp Lhcelx. 
Sc his Lag Wilt and Teſtament. 


— -. — 


U . 
1 , MY has * ail. 22 1 = _ 


Advertiſement by the EDTTOR. 


Ti it be the Duty of Engliſhmen ue and 


Reverence their Prince If it be the e 
Proeftants to keep Popery at a Diftance ? 

to reſcue the Name of the Church from Proftitu- 

tion be to ſerve Religion? And, if raifing amo 

us a Spirit of Thankfulnefs and Gratitade to 

for the many Bleſſings and Deliverances which 

we have received from him, be the Office of a 


Preacher of the Goſpel ! ? Then theſe Diſcourſes 


are, in every Inſtance, as ſeaſonable, at this Time, 
as they were at their fr Publication by the Rec- 
tor of Lambeth; or at their Ne by the 

Biſhop of Lic. 3 | 
To anſwer theſe good Purpoſes, was the on- 
ly Motives I had in View and as, theſe Diſ- 
courſes may, not: improperly, be ftiled Paſtoral 
'Politicks, 
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